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ROCK EXCAVATION 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The specifications should provide the following unit price payment classifications for 
rock excavation when it is anticipated rock excavation will be encountered. 
 

Rock Excavation in trenches, drilling and blasting  
per cubic yard $ ____________. 
 
Rock Excavation in bulk, drilling and blasting 
per cubic yard $ ____________. 
 
Rock Excavation in bulk, tractor and ripper 
per cubic yard $ ____________. 
 
Rock Excavation for hydraulic elevator shafts  
per linear foot $____       ____. 
 
 

COMMENTS: 
 
A. Rock excavation consists of removal and disposal of materials that cannot 

be excavated without continuous and systematic drilling and blasting or 
continuous use of a ripper or other special equipment. 

 
B. Typical of  materials classified as rock are boulders 1/2 cubic yard or more in 

volume, solid rock, rock in ledges, and rock-hard cementitious aggregate 
deposits. 

 
C. Intermittent drilling performed to increase production, and not necessary to 

permit excavation of material encountered, should not be considered rock 
excavation. 

 
D. The specifications should stipulate the basis for computing the payment 

quantities. 
 
E. Rock for payment purposes shall be defined in the specifications. 
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NOTE: In order to be equitable to both Owner and Contractor, the specifications 
written should establish such controls as deemed necessary to insure that unit 
prices are fair. 
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