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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT APPROVES USE OF CONSENSUSDOCS TEMPLATE 
CONTRACTS FOR USE IN CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 

U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural Utility Service Latest Group to Allow Use of Documents 
as Way to Save Time, Money while Ensuring Qualified Contractors Perform the Work 

 
The federal government has joined a growing list of groups that allow for the use of template 
construction contract documents prepared by a coalition of building, owner and surety groups 
known as ConsensusDOCS.  The decision by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural Utility 
Service opens the way for key template documents to be used in water construction projects 
worth up to $20 billion each year. 
 
“It just got much easier for federal officials to write smart, effective contracts that help keep the 
work on time and on budget,” said Brian Perlberg, Executive Director of the ConsensusDOCS 
coalition.  
 
The federal agency announced that it will allow the use of two of the coalition’s documents, the 
Electronic Communications Protocol and the Contractor’s Qualification Statement for 
Engineered Construction.  The protocol allows for key project information to be transmitted 
electronically, saving significant time and money.  The qualification statement, meanwhile, 
provides federal officials with an easy-to-use form for evaluating contractor qualifications. 
 
Perlberg noted that the federal government is the latest in a series of large-scale project owners to 
embrace the ConsensusDOCS contracts.  He noted that states such as South Dakota, Michigan 
and North Carolina allow the use of the coalition’s documents.  He added that Habitat for 
Humanity now routinely uses ConsensusDOCS contracts on a number of its key projects. 
 
“You don’t need to start from scratch every time you need a construction contract,” Perlberg 
said.  “We spend years getting these contracts right so others can focus on getting the project 
right.” 
 
Offering a comprehensive catalog of more than 90 contract documents covering all project 
delivery methods, ConsensusDOCS contracts are the first and only industry standard contracts 
written and endorsed by 23 leading construction organizations. For more information, visit 
www.ConsensusDOCS.org. 
 

 

http://www.consensusdocs.org/


ConsensusDOCS Media Contacts: 

 Brian Turmail, The Associated General Contractors of America (AGC), 703-837-5310, 
turmailb@agc.org 

 Greg Sizemore, The Construction Users Roundtable (CURT), 513-563-4131, 
gsizemore@curt.org  

 Dan Walter, Associated Specialty Contractors (ASC), 301-215-4520, dgw@necanet.org 
 David Mendes, American Subcontractors Association (ASA), 703-684-3450 x1335, 

dmendes@asa-hq.com 
 Kathy Hoffman, National Association of Surety Bond Producers (NASBP), 202-464-

1175, khoffman@nasbp.org 
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