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Recommendations:  

The specifications should provide the following unit price payment classifications for 
rock excavation when it is anticipated rock excavation will be encountered.  

Rock excavation in trenches, drilling and blasting per cubic yard $ ________.  

Rock excavation in bulk, drilling and blasting per cubic yard $ __________.  

Rock excavation in bulk, tractor and ripper per cubic yard $ __________.  

Comments:  

A. Rock excavation consists of removal and disposal of materials that cannot be 
excavated without continuous and systematic drilling and blasting or 
continuous use of a ripper or other special equipment. 
 

B. Typical of materials classified as rock are boulders 1/2 cubic yard or more in 
volume, solid rock, rock in ledges, and rock-hard cementitious aggregate 
deposits. 
 

C. Intermittent drilling performed to increase production and not necessary to 
permit excavation of material encountered should not be considered rock 
excavation. 
 

D. The specifications should stipulate the basis for computing the payment 
quantities.  

Note:  In order to be equitable to both owner and contractor, the specifications 
written should establish such controls as deemed necessary to insure that unit prices 
are fair.  

 
End of JCR-42  

This recommendation is the result of considerable discussion and deliberation by the Architect and General 
Contractor members of the Joint Cooperative Committee of AIA North Carolina and the Carolinas AGC.  While its 
provisions are not binding on individual Architects or General Contractors, the committee believes that adherence 
to the recommendations will benefit the Owner and the Construction Industry in general. 

 


